
 

 

17th March 2023 
Issue 477 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Inside you will find some amazing statistics about attendance. The number of days some 
children are missing over a school year is a cause for concern nationally. The Department for 
Education has raised this across the many different school settings, and there is some ‘Covid-lag’ in returning to 
excellent school attendance . However, Walkwood has bucked the national trend. We are among the top 
schools for the number of days that pupils are in school. There are some days when attendance is impacted, 
such as snow or strike days, and if there is a tummy bug, then the 48-hour rule applies. We want to thank you 

for being so careful  about when to keep your child at home if they are ill.  
 
The challenges of the rising cost of living affect different people in different ways. One significant 
aspect for us has been the cost of food, a matter which you will all be aware of. The range 
of choice at lunch time is important to our children who use the canteen, and we have 
been as busy as ever. In order to keep prices from rising significantly, we have made some 

efficiencies in the daily food offer and, having gathered the views of a sample of pupils, refined the 
menu. The updated version is available inside and on the website.  
 
We have collated the responses from our latest survey, which are shared here. Other such 
collections of views are also on this page. Thank you to those who took the opportunity to 
complete the online questionnaire. 

 
Finally, I know some of you have clicked through to our  safeguarding matters. Other aspects of this 
nature are detailed within this weekly newsletter. Our school’s practice in regard of keeping children 
safe has been through an external review by an independent consultant and we were humbled by the 
positive comments that we received. Please do click on the link to have a read of our safeguarding 
matters. 
  The older will serve the younger.        Romans 9: 12 
 

Rev. C. Leach, Principal 

This week’s theme was: 
Mary Magdalene 
 
Mary Magdalene then went and 
told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord.  She also told 
them what he had said to her.  
 
John 20:18  
 
 

Almighty God,  

Whose Son restored Mary Mag-

dalene to health of mind and 

body and called her to be a wit-

ness to his resurrection: forgive 

our sins and heal us by your 

grace, that we may serve you in 

the power of his risen life; who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school Attendance  

94.20% 

 

  Whole School Target  

95.6% 
 

06.03.2023 to 10.03.2023 
 

Year 5  —  95.83% 

Year 6  —   93.01% 

Year 7  —  94.61% 

Year 8  —  93.20% 

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/145e-Menu%20template03-2023.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Your-Views
https://sway.office.com/qhzcY3PuwPfCgd1X?ref=Link


 

 

 

For the week ahead 

The Fruit of Faith 

is: Thankfulness 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you.  

  

Psalm 118:28  

The assembly 

theme will be: 
Book of Proverbs 

These are the proverbs of King Solomon, David’s son:  He wrote 

them to teach his people how to live – how to act in every circum-

stance, for he wanted them to be understanding, just, and fair in 

everything they did.  

Proverbs 1:1-3  

Our prayer for the week ahead: 

To you we come, O wisdom without end. I 
n you we rest, O mercy without limit.  

Only in you are we fully alive.  
Only in your light can we truly see.  

Only in your strength are we safe to pursue our way.  
Amen. 

Mechtild of Magdeburg (1210–1280) 



 

 

                                                                                   Morning schedule 

A reminder:  the front gates and the Scott Road gate are open at 8.30 a.m.  This is when there are 

staff on playground to supervise the children.  Pupils begin lining up a little after 8.40 a.m and will 

start going into school gently, ready for the first registration bell at 8.50 a.m.  We ask parents to en-

sure that their children do not arrive before 8.30 a.m as there will be no staff to supervise before 

that time. 



 

 

Whole school attendance 

Attendance of Pupil Premium children 

Attendance for pupils who receive free school meals 

Attendance of pupils who are idenfied with SEND 

Attendance of children who are ‘looked after’ 

Attendance for pupils whose first language is not English 

 
National  
average  

so far this year 

 
National  

percentile  
The closer to 

100, the better 

the attendance 

Attendance for 

Walkwood attendance amongst  

the best in England! 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Pastoral Manager  

Walkwood Church of England Middle School are looking to recruit a Pastoral Manager Remuneration: 

TA 2 – TA 4 pro rata from £ 21,575 to £ 29,439 pro rata  

5 days a week, 35 hours per week, term time only plus the 5 Inset Days (with a view to amended hours 

due to after school club support)  

Also, we would welcome applications from individuals looking to explore flexible working hours.  

 

We are looking for a strong and empowering Pastoral Manager with an understanding of the best 

way to support pupils’ emotional and wellbeing journey throughout their time at Walkwood. They 

will enjoy working as part of a pastoral / college-based team and demonstrate the ability to establish 

good working relationships with pupils and parents, acting as a role model. Previous experience is 

desirable for this role although not essential.  

 

Closing of applications is 9.00am on Monday 17th April 2023. Short-listed candidates will be contact-

ed soon after this date.  

 

Walkwood Church of England Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the wel-

fare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful appli-

cant will be required to undertake an enhanced DBS check . 

 

It can be difficult to know what is fake news and what the im-

plications of such information can be. 

 

This useful guide can help with that. It also has additional links 

for guidance and support. 

 

Know the fact. Challenge the fake! 

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/Safeguarding/25ce-Fake%20news%20parents%20guide.pdf


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for 15.02.2023 — 15.03.2023            

 
Congratulations to: 
 

Top Girl   
 

Tilly Pym McGran  (Year  7  BDDE) - who has read 385,325 words. 
 

Top Boy 
 

Charles Gardner  (Year 7  MDSL) - who has read 340,027 words.                              

 

Well done - merits will be awarded to you both. 
 

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU ...  



 

 

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select: 

Year 5     Year 6   Year 7   Year 8 

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here: 

Art and Technology Computing Drama English French Mathematics 

Music Physical Education  Science  Spiritual & Social Education 

Additionally, for Careers 
 
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, or for how the 
pastoral system operates,  please select: 

Curriculum Rationale   Pastoral Strategy 

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our 

school: 

Early help:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf   

E-safety:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety  

Anti-bullying:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf  

Attendance: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf  

Prevent:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Safeguarding: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection  

   https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%

20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Safeguarding information summary 

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-5
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-6
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-7
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-8
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Art
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Computing
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/drama
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/English
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Modern-Languages
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Mathematics
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Music
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Physical-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Science
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Spiritual-Social-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/careers
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/curriculumrationale
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a9c7-Pastoral%20strategy%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://sway.office.com/qhzcY3PuwPfCgd1X?ref=Link


 

 

Each week, there is a word displayed here.  If the pupils have a go at the tasks below 

linked to the weekly word, they will earn a point from their tutor. Once per fort-

night the tutor will go through the previous two weeks’ words and pupils will work 

collaboratively exploring their meanings, features and usage. 

1. What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?  

2. How many syllables does it have?  

3. Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.  

4. What are the synonyms for the word?  

5. What are the antonyms for the word?  

6. Write four sentences, each containing the word.   

 

Vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one as a com-

mand and one as an exclamation sentence.  

For example, if the Word of the Week were exhilarated:   

Statement:  Sam is feeling exhilarated this morning.  

If you are interested in looking at children’s poetry, please take a look at the following:   Books for KS2 

children aged 7-11 | School Reading List  The list includes a selection of contemporary, classic, themed, di-
verse and exciting poetry books for KS2 children, classrooms and school libraries. Featuring collections 
and anthologies by Michael Rosen, Joseph Coelho, Carol Ann Duffy, Brian Moses, Benjamin Zephaniah, 
Zaro Weil, Kate Wakeling, Neal Zetter, John Agard, T.S Eliot, Maya Angelou, Kaye Webb and more, 
there’s a wide range of forms, styles and subjects for every interest, topic area and ability.  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/


 

 

 
 

Hockey and Rugby College Matches 
 
The PE department run college matches twice a year, where pupils participate in a sporting activity 
against the other colleges in the school. Points are awarded to teams, and these then go towards the 
college sports total at the end of the year. College matches take place during lesson time where a 
whole year group will come down to PE at once. This may mean your child has two PE lessons that 
week and so will need to bring their kit in on two days.  Please can you make sure pupils have correct 
PE kit for the following days. It is also recommended that boys have boots as they will be on the 
field.  KS3 pupils will require a gum shield if they are taking part in the full contact rugby games, other-
wise they will take part in ‘touch’ Rugby. 
 
Many thanks,   
PE Department  

 
23rd March -28th March  

 
 

Day/Date  
   

Lessons  Year Group  Activity  

Thursday 23rd March   4 & 5  5  
Boys – Rugby  
Girls - Hockey   

Friday 24th March    4 & 5  6  
 Boys – Rugby  
Girls - Hockey  

Monday 27th March 2 & 3   7  
Boys – Rugby  
Girls - Hockey  

Tuesday 28th March  2 & 3  8  
Boys – Rugby  
Girls - Hockey  



 

 

 

No clubs on Thursday 23rd March due to staff meeting 

  Lunchtime  
12.15 – 1.00pm  

After School  
3:30pm – 4:45pm  

Monday  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  

Recorder Club, Music Room, GLA, 12.45pm-1pm. All 
welcome. We have instruments for those that 

need them. See Mrs Laishley to sign up. 
  

Year 7/8 boys Rugby – Monday 6th-27th March. Sign up only. Advised to bring 
boots and gum shields. 3.30-4.45. 

  
Year 5 and 6 Multi skills fitness club start Monday 6th to March 27th. Sign up 

only. 3.30-4.45. Meet in the changing rooms. RDJ & PMC. 
  

Tuesday    Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  

Choir, Music Room, GLA, 12.35pm-1pm. 
All welcome. 

First sitting lunch pass required. See Mrs Laishley 
to sign up. 

Year 7/8 recreational netball club starts Tuesday 14th – Tuesday 28th. Sign up 

only. 3.30-4.45. Meet KRE in changing rooms. 

Keyboard Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces. Sign up required. Priority 

given to those who did not gain a place last term. 

Wednesday  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  
  

Reading club, room 18, duration of lunch, JWa 
  

Core Reading Club, Room 15, duration of lunch, 
Mrs Shanley - Invite only 

No more year 6 netball club – selected team only tournament on the 22nd 

March. 

  

Ukulele Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces, sign up required. 

year 8 boys football training Wednesday 22nd and Wednesday 29th (Invite 

only) RMA 

Thursday  
  
  
  

Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  
  

Science Homework Drop In – Computing (Year 7 
and 8) 

Year 5 Football Team training only 
3.30-4.45 

CHU 
(Club cancelled on 23rd March) 

  
Drama club starting 9th March 

3:30-4:45 
(Club cancelled on 23rd March) 

Friday  
  

  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/PWE  



 

 

Date Year group Destination Day trip? Residential? Cost 

07/07 - 
10/07/2023 5  

●  
 

Brecon Beacons 

Activity Centre 
 ✓ £250 

June 6 
Blackwell  

Adventure  
✓  £38 * 

30/06 -
03/07/2023 

7 
Osmington Bay  

Activity Park 
 ✓ £285 

20/07/2023 8 Drayton Manor ✓  £40 * 

                                                           ●  
Fully booked                                                                                                                                 * Current estimated cost 

For the Year 6 trips, these will go out on the following days: 

Wed June 7 6c1 & 6c2 

Thu June 8 6c3 & 6e1 

Fri June 9 6e2 & 6e3 



 

 

 

 

2 

0 

2 

3 

Friday 31 March End of Term 

Monday 17 April  Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 18 April First day of the Summer Term 

Monday 1st May Bank holiday 

Monday 8th May  Bank holiday 

Monday 29 May - 2 June Half Term 

Wednesday 14 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm  

Thursday 22 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm 

Friday 21 July End of Term 

  Date Event 


